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CONFIDENTIAL BANGKOK 9552 

E. O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: MASS, SN, TH, RP. IS 

SUB J : M-16 RIFLES FOR THAILAND 

REF: BANGKOK 8931 

1. EMBASSY OFFICER MET WITH COLT’S SOUTHEAST ASIA REGIONAL 
REPRESENTATIVE, BEHRENDT, ON MAY 22, 1975 HERE IN BANGKOK. 
BEHRENDT INFORMS US THAT CHARTERED INDUSTRIES, SINGAPORE 
HAS ONLY GIVEN LIP SERVICE TO BACK PAYMENT OF ROYALTIES AND 
COLT IS GOING TO BREAK THE CONTRACT FOR CAUSE. COLT THEN 
PLANS TO NEGOTIATE THROUGH THEIR LOCAL AGENT FOR DIRECT 
M-16 SALES WITH THE RTG. 

2. BEHRENDT CONFIRMED THAT KRIANGSAK HAS BEEN SHOPPING FOR 
50,000 M-16S FOR RTA IN SINGAPORE BUT HE BELIEVES THE ASPECT 

OF RTG CONSIDERING THE CONVERSION OF THEIR H&K PLANT TO COLT 
PRODUCTION IS A THAI PLOY TO PRESSURE CHARTERED INDUSTRIES. 
WE WILL CONTINUE TO MONITOR THIS ASPECT. ALSO, THAI HAVE 
BEEN ALERTED BY COLT AGENT OF ALLEGED POOR QUALITY OF 
SINGAPORE M-16S (NON-CHROME BORES, NON-CHROME BOLT CARRIER 
KEYS, NO BOLT ASSIST ASSEMBLY, ETC.) AS EXPERIENCED BY THE 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 BANGKO 09552 270505Z 

PHILIPPINES IN THEIR PURCHASE OF 10,000 M-16S FROM SINGAPORE. 
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EMBASSY MANILA MAY WISH TO COMMENT. 

3. WE ALSO LEARNED FROM BEHRENDT THAT ISRAEL IS INTERESTED 
IN THE PURCHASE OF 80,000 M-16S AND THEIR DEFENSE ATTACHE 
HERE IN BANGKOK HAS BEEN INQUIRING ABOUT THE QUALITY OF 
THE SINGAPORE PRODUCT. 

WHITEHOUSE 
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